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Northwest Conference Against Trafficking & Film Festival 2012 

Exclusive Travel Partners  

http://www.nwcat.org/
http://nwcat.eventbrite.com/
http://www.alaskaair.com/


CNN HERO Anuradha Koirala to Keynote 

 4th Annual Northwest Conference Against Trafficking 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portland, OR (October 27, 2011)  –The 4th Annual Northwest Conference Against Trafficking & Film 
Festival will be held January, 9-15, 2012 in Portland, Oregon (the film festival is January 9-12th and 
conference January 13-15th). The conference is hosted by Soroptimist International Northwestern Region’s 
Northwest Coalition Against Trafficking (NWCAT). 
 
NWCAT is a coalition of many Agencies, Political Leaders, Community Organizations, Individuals, Media and 
Business Supporters throughout the Northwest working to Inform, Educate, and Protect the women and 
children from Human Labor & Sex Trafficking in America and around the world. The conference focuses on 
Prevention, Education, and Action to help prevent and protect victims of exploitation and trafficking. 
 
The conference will offer breakout sessions/trainings, networking receptions, over 50 presenters & keynote 
speakers, award luncheon, exhibit resource expo, film screenings, and silent auction.  The Jane Velez-
Mitchell Journalism Award will also be presented. 
 
Speakers include: Oregon State Attorney General John Kroger, CNN HERO and founder of Friends of Maiti 
Nepal Anuradha Koirala, Kristen Anderson from the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, 
Attorney and Policy Advocate Beth Klein, United States Senator Ron Wyden, and International Investigative 
Reporter Amber Lyon to name a few. 
 
The public is invited to visit www.NWCAT.org for registration and more information.  
 

### 

 

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cnn.heroes/
http://www.nwcat.org/


The CNN Freedom Project named the 
 2012 Jane Velez-Mitchell Journalism Award Honoree 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portland, OR (December 6, 2011)  – The Northwest Coalition Against Trafficking (NWCAT) announced today 
that The CNN Freedom Project will receive the 2012 Jane Velez-Mitchell Journalism Award on Saturday, 
January 14, 2012 during the 4th Annual Northwest Conference Against Trafficking & Film Festival in Portland, 
Oregon. 
 
 
The Jane Velez-Mitchell Journalism Award is named after award-winning journalist Jane Velez-Mitchell, 
host of “Issues” on HLN.  “I am proud to support such an honorable and urgent cause by encouraging 
journalists to cover the critical issues affecting women.   Fighting the ‘war on women’ must become a 
priority in our society…this can be accomplished only by making it a priority in our national dialogue,” said 
Velez-Mitchell.   
 
 
CNN launched earlier this year The CNN Freedom Project and in a very short time they have made a global 
impact on Ending Modern-Day Slavery.  A vision of Executive Vice President and Managing Director of CNN 
International Tony Maddox a year ago, today has become a global recognizable brand on the war against 
human trafficking in America and around the world and has generated more than 200 stories of human 
trafficking from five continents.  “The ongoing commitment to educating viewers is one of the utmost 
important defense tactics we can take on the frontlines of this war,” said Michelle Bart, NWCAT Conference 
and Soroptimist Public Awareness Chair.  “The CNN Freedom Project without a doubt has improved the 
lives of women and girls this year,” said Bart. 
 
Velez-Mitchell will present the award at the NWCAT Conference in January to Mike McCarthy, Senior Vice 
President of Programming at CNN International.  For more information log onto www.NWCAT.org. 
 

 
### 

 

http://www.nwcat.org/


FREE FILM FESTIVAL JANUARY 9-12, 2012 
 
 

Greater Vancouver/Portland (December 23, 2011) –The 4th Annual Northwest Conference Against 

Trafficking & Film Festival will be held January 9-15, 2012 in Portland, Oregon (the film festival is January 

9-12th and conference January 13-15th). The conference and film festival are being hosted by the Northwest 

Coalition Against Trafficking (NWCAT) and Soroptimist International. 

 
 

The NWCAT Film Festival is FREE to the public (ages 13 years and up).  All film screenings are from 6-9p.m. 

and include exhibit resources, film screening and Q & A with cast and survivors.  
 

•January 9th - Opening Night will be held at Liberty Theatre in Camas, WA 
Film: “Pornland” by Dan Rather Report 

 
 

•January 10th – will be held at Portland State University 
Film: “The Day my God Died” by Winona Ryder & Andrew Levine 

 
 

•January 11th – will be held at YWCA Clark County in Vancouver, WA 
Film: “Selling the Girl Next Door” by CNN and Amber Lyon 

 
 

•January 12th – will be held at Portland State University 
Film: “Wonderland” by Director James Cox and Lion Gate Films 
 

 
 

The film festival is FREE but pre-registration is required, please log onto http://nwcatfilmfest2012.eventbrite.com/  
 
 

For NWCAT Conference Registration, log onto http://nwcat2012.eventbrite.com/ 
 
 

### 

http://nwcatfilmfest2012.eventbrite.com/
http://nwcat2012.eventbrite.com/


WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
January 13-15, 2012 

  
Friday, January 13, 2012 
Cascade Ballroom 
 

10am Registration / Check-in 
 
12 – 1 Opening Session: Emcee Kacey Montoya, Koin Local6 
 Keynote Speaker: John Kroger, Oregon Attorney General 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1-3p.m. Call for Community Action Training 
 > Joslyn Baker, Multnomah County Community Justice 
 > Caroline Holmes, Victim Specialist with the FBI 
 > Miriam Green, Department of Human Services 
 > Diane McKeel, Multnomah County Commissioner - District 4 
 > Dr. Cory Grose, Lifeworks Northwest 
 > Dennis L. Morrow, Executive Director with Janus Youth Programs 
 > Esther Nelson, Sexual Assault Resource Center 
  
  Refreshment Break 
 

3:30 – 5pm   “Finding Emily: a Mother’s Voice for Justice”  
 Ret. Sgt. Doug Justus and Sarah Collins 
 
  Dinner on Your Own 
 
 
8-10pm Movie Screening “The Day My God Died” by Andrew Levine & Winona Ryder 
 Followed by Q & A with Brigitte & Joe Collins, Friends of Maiti Nepal  
 
 
    
              

 



  
Saturday, January 14, 2012 
Lloyd Center Ballroom 
 
 

6:30am Exhibitor set-up 
7:30 Registration/Check-in for conference opens 
 
8:00 Coffee Networking Social, Exhibit Resource Expo & Silent Auction 
 Lobby area of the Lloyd Center Ballroom   
 
8:30 Morning Session: Emcee Sue Riney, SI Northwestern Region Governor 
 Keynote Speaker: Attorney Beth Klein, Policy Advocate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9:45-10:45 Workshops (attendees choose 1 out of 4 workshops) 
11am-12pm Workshops (attendees choose 1 out of 4 workshops) 
 
12:30-3pm Media that Matters: Heroes Making a Difference Luncheon 
 Emcee: Jane Velez-Mitchell, host of "Issues" on HLN 
 Keynote Speaker: Anuradha Koirala, Friends of Maiti Nepal 
 JVM Journalism Award Honoree: The CNN Freedom Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3:15-4pm Workshops (attendees choose 1 out of 4 workshops) 
4:15-5pm Workshops (attendee choose 1 out of 4 workshops) 
 

  Dinner on Your Own 

 
7-10pm Premiere of “Your American Teen” by Director Charles Gould 
 Producers: Michelle A. Bart, Keith Murphy and Tyler Benjamin 





Workshops and Trainings 
Weekend trainings and other workshops open to all conference attendees.  

If you are registered for the CEU’s, you will receive 16.5 units for  
the weekend in disciplines of Mental Health and Addictions. 

Saturday, 

January 14th 

Mt. St. Helens  

 

Mt. Hood  Mt. Bachelor Willamette Ballroom 

(1st level) 

9:45-10:45am 

Pick one 

 

Have you seen this Child: 

Sex Trafficking in the U.S. 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Kristen Anderson, National 

Center for Missing and  

Exploited Children 

 

 

Selling the Girl  

Next Door 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Amber Lyon, CNN 

 

 

  

 

Abused Overseas:  

Domestic Violence & Trafficking 

of American Women by intimate 

partners in foreign countries 

 

Presenter 

Paula Lucas, Founder 

American Overseas Domestic  

Violence Crisis Center 

 

 

 

Internet Safety 

 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Michelle Sigona, Investigative Reporter 

“America’s Most Wanted” on Lifetime 

 

(Bring a laptop or  IPad if you like!) 

11am - noon 

Pick one 

 

Collaboration  

Efforts Matter! 

 

Presenters 

Sgt. John Chapman 

Kay Vail, Counselor 

Laurie Schant, YWCA 

Survivor “Alexianna” 

Angela, mom of Alex 

 

Selling the Girl  

Next Door 

 

Presenter 

Amber Lyon, CNN 

Investigative Reporter  

 

TLC for “Frazzled” Kids  

and Parents 

 

Presenters 

Authors Ann Garrett  

and Nancy Goodell 

 

(Book signing follows) 

 

 

Internet Safety 

 

 

Presenter 

Michelle Sigona, Investigative Reporter 

“America’s Most Wanted” on Lifetime 

 

(Bring a laptop or  IPad if you like!) 

3:15-4pm 

Pick one 

 

Have you seen this Child: 

Sex Trafficking in the U.S. 

 

 

 

Presenter 

Kristen Anderson, National 

Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children 

 

 

 

“From Nigeria to Nepal, 

Babies for Sale: The 

Allure of International 

Adoption for Child 

Traffickers.“ 

 

Presenter 

Marie Tilden, Fellow of 

the American Academy 

of Adoption Attorneys 

  

 

Law Enforcement Response 

to Child Sex Trafficking   

 

 

 

Presenter 

Sgt. Mike Geiger,  

Portland Police 

 

From New York to Nepal 

 

 

 

 

Presenters: 

Joe &Brigitte 

Friends of Maiti Nepal 

4:15-5pm 

Pick one 

 

“Deceptions” Taking 

Prevention Into Schools 

 

Presenter 

Jim Grenfell 

 AWARE, Inc. 

 

“From Nigeria to Nepal, 

Babies for Sale:  

 

Presenter 

Marie Tilden, Fellow of 

the American Academy 

of Adoption Attorneys 

 

 

 

TLC for “Frazzled” Kids 

 and Parents 

 

Presenters 

Authors Ann Garrett  

and Nancy Goodell 

 

(Book signing follows) 

 

Porn Addiction 

 

Presenters 

Jane Velez-Mitchell, HLN 

Alice Wells, Soroptimist International 

 

(Book signing follows) 



Meet the Authors – Saturday, January 14, 2012  

During Their Workshops! 

Authors will be selling and signing their books (they will  
accept cash and checks). Jane’s book sales benefit NWCAT. 



Sunday Brunch w/Dawn Schiller 
Sunday, January 15, 2012 from 9am - noon 

Lloyd Center Ballroom  

“It’s a healing message for all the women and girls in the world who have not 
yet found their strength. It’s there, and Dawn’s story proves it. Her story is a 
miracle. She is a miracle. I am proud to know her.”  -  Actor Val Kilmer  

“Dawn, I thank you for sharing your story not only with me, 
but with the many people who will now take strength from 

your brutal honesty. And who will be encouraged to not 
only survive but, like you, to thrive.”   

 - Actress Kate Bosworth 

“Dawn has survived. This book is a testimony to her will to overcome. As we wrote, shot, and cut 
Wonderland, she allowed us absolute transparency on a darkness few ever experience. She understood hers 
was a story that had to be told, not just as a cautionary tale against the horrors of violence and abuse, but 

as a beacon leading others in her predicament out of peril. This book is her triumph, but the narrative 
weaved within these pages is a true nightmare that will haunt you, as it did me, for years.” 

~ James Cox, director and co-writer of Wonderland 



 
 
About the Northwest Coalition Against Trafficking 
The Northwest Coalition Against Trafficking founded by Soroptimist International Northwestern 
Region, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, is a coalition of many supporters working to Inform, 
Educate, and Protect the women and girls from Human Labor & Sex Trafficking in the Northwestern 
Region of the United States of America and beyond. 

 
Our Mission 
The coalition protects the women and girls in the Northwestern States and beyond by informing and 
educating the public through conferences, educational opportunities, events, movie consultation, and 
safety measures including but not limited to increasing awareness of the need for shelters for victims 
of the trafficking industry. 
 

Soroptimist is an international organization for business and 
professional women who work to improve the lives of women and 

girls, in local communities and throughout the world. Almost 95,000 
Soroptimists in about 120 countries and territories contribute time 

and financial support to community–based and international 
projects that benefit women and girls. The name, Soroptimist, 

means “best for women,” and that’s what the organization strives 
to achieve. Soroptimists are women at their best, working to help 

other women to be their best. 
 

Our region structure includes 104 clubs, over 3,200 members, and 
services five states in the Pacific Northwest of the Unites States of 

America. Our headquarters located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is 
Soroptimist International of the Americas" which is one of four 

organizations under its parent organization, Soroptimist 
International, which is headquartered in Cambridge, England. 

Conference Questions? Call Michelle Bart at (626) 644-3472 or info@nwcat.org   

http://www.soroptimistnwr.org/
http://www.soroptimistnwr.org/
http://www.soroptimist.org/
mailto:info@nwcat.org


 
Each year passionate keynote speakers, presenters, journalists, survivors, 

politicians and friends from Hollywood who all share the same passion and 
purpose come together to help educate, inspire, and encourage action of 

conference attendees to help End Modern-Day Slavery! 
SEE YOU IN JANUARY 2012!  

 


